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God With Us Brings: 

PE 
OVE 
Y 

P A E 
A remarkable thing happened that first Christmas,  
just as Isaiah had prophesied 700 years earlier –  
Jesus was born as Immanuel – which means “God 
with us!” Miraculously, we continue in God’s story 
of love everyday as he promises to never leave us or 
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  
 
This Advent season, join us for worship at Yardley 
UMC and together we will experience God’s grace 
through the greatest gift ever given.  

Sundays until Christmas 
In-Person & Facebook Live @ 9:30 AM 
Zoom with Fellowship @ 11 AM 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5 PM  
In-Person & Facebook Live 
Zoom with Fellowship @ 7 PM 
 
Informal Christmas Sunday morning Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

 

For more information check out 
www.facebook.comYardleyUnitedMethodistChurch/  
 

or www.yardleyumc.org  

All women are invited to an Ornament 
Exchange on Saturday, December 2 at 
6:30 pm at Christine Griffin’s home.  
Please bring a wrapped ornament to ex-
change.  Christine’s address is 1536 
Makefield Rd, Yardley.  Rsvp at  
www.yardleyumc.org/events or call the 
church office. 

Women’s Retreat 
Jan 27-29, 2023 

Save the Date:  A Women’s Fellow-
ship Opportunity for RENEWAL Jan 
27-29.  See page 5 for more details. 

9:30 am In-Person & Facebook 
11 am Zoom  
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Hello Friend, 
 
     How is it December already? This crazy weather changes these days, 
making it difficult to tell when Summer has ended and when Fall began. But 
that is how life is sometimes when we fill our days with work and leisure. We 
often experience time as slipping away from us. Thankfully, this is not so 
with God, the creator of time, who established a pattern for humanity to find 
rest amid our busy week. Several pauses in the Christian liturgical year in-

spire us to reflect upon a specific aspect of God. 
 

We are in the Advent Season when we pause and wait with eager expectation to receive God With 
Us. Like Jesus and his people, we remember the promises of God made to Abraham, David, and the Proph-
ets about the one from God who comes as a human to walk with us, teach us and deliver us from all evil. 
When we reveal ourselves in all sincerity and humility before God, we are forgiven our sins. Yet, the sins and 
evil of this world still plague us, and we fall prey to the temptations of this world to sin again. So, we say that 
we have received Christ and the values of his kingdom, and yet, we still expect that Christ will return some-
day to finally rid us of all evil. This “now, but not yet” life can be a difficult road to walk, and it is impossible to 
do so without God. Thankfully, God does not expect us to do it alone! God is with us in Jesus Christ. 

 

Come and explore God With Us November 27th through December 24th, Sundays at 9:30 AM in-
person and by Facebook Live and 11 AM by Zoom. 

 

 The end of the year is often a time of giving for people worldwide, most probably because of the many 
happy celebrations and coming together of the holiday season. Like many organizations, ours runs on dona-
tions given to the church to continue operating throughout the year and to offer the church building as a place 
for people to gather to do God's good work. This year we are pulling together our stewardship efforts for 
our Operating Budget and a Capital Campaign for repairs and improvements to the church property. 
Whatever commitments you can make to the Operating Budget and Capital Campaign are greatly appreciat-
ed and recognized as a loving response to how God has worked in your life and through Yardley UMC.  

 

 Soon, it will be 2023, and in preparation for the new year, our leadership team is concentrating on how 
we will rise to the occasion by returning to serve our community in person and on digital platforms in the com-
ing year. Many of us read the book titled “The Post-Pandemic Church” that presented a number of challeng-
es, and we have answered in many ways. To gain clarity in our direction, the Administrative Council is 
commissioning a Planning Team of seven people across a spectrum of the congregation. This team will 
be made up of not just those already in leadership but will include other voices not often represented. The 
Planning Team will gather answers from the book study, local statistics about our community, and a commu-
nity needs survey. This team will convene between January and the end of March to do their work and then 
advise the Administrative Council on the best responses. The plan is to use this work to inform and focus 
each team and staff on areas with the most pressing needs with the gifts, abilities, and budgets the church 
has today. There are many volunteer positions and teams that need your help. If you are interested in a par-
ticular area to serve, especially with the Planning Team, don’t hesitate to contact us. 
If you do not know what spiritual gifts you may have, I can walk you through a discovery process, includ-
ing Scripture, insight, and a small spiritual gifts inventory. You can find an inventory to better inform you at 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en 
 

Wow, that was a lot to cover, but it is all good work that we are doing together in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of our community.  

 
       Thanks, and Blessings to you, Friends, 
 

            Pastor Lee Corpier 

Tidings is published by 
Yardley United 
Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 
Phone: 215-493-3345 
office@yardleyumc.org 
 

Pastor: Rev. Lee Corpier 
Phone: 267-393-4230  
pastorlee@yardleyumc.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
9:30 am in Sanctuary & on 
         Facebook Live 
11:00 am Zoom followed by  
 fellowship 
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Birthdays in 
December 

03 Nellie Rooney 
04  Ted Pirog 
06 Annelise Zygmunt 
07 Ashlee Smith 
07 Andrew O’Keeffe 
07 Peter O’Keeffe 
07 Raymond Kooker 
10 Dick Jensen 
11 Erich Kaiser 
11 Marian Sitko 
13 Emily Zygmunt 
14 Connor Reed 
15 Cindi Harris 
21 Kim Hart 
22 Hazel Costain 

23 Ian Croggon 
26 Charles Guenzel 
27 Kristen  Marco 
27 Chase Marco 
28 Chris Ortolf 
29 Maureen Kyle 
30 Elizabeth Nunziato 
30 Matthew Hurni 

Birthdays in  
January  

04 David Hunt 
05 Charlotte Sands 
06 Linda Rowley 
07 Julianna Griffin 
08 Emilie Croggon 
14 David Green 
14 Christopher Moody 
15 Kim Laba 
17 Greg Van Aken 
19 Doris Wilkes 
19 Stephen Griffin 
19 William Binder IV 
20 Latajia Cox 

23 Peg Boysen 
24 Eve Moody 
27 Dave Chassen 
27 Reagan Ward 
28 Megan Kyle 
30 Ginny Lavanish 
30 Elena Hurni 
31 Thomas Lefebvre  
  
 

The Food Drive Continues for Penndel 
Food Pantry. Last month 67 pounds of food 
was delivered to a grateful Penndel Food 
Pantry.  Since 2016, YUMC has delivered 
15,738 pounds of food to the food pantry.  
Even though the country is beginning to get 
back to normal, many people will still be fac-
ing food insecurities. So do not worry about 
purple bags or when to drop the food off, just 
bring it with you any time and place it in the 
shopping cart in the lobby. of the church. (If 
the church is not open when you bring your 
donations, you may leave them at the top of 
the ramp.) 

 Dedications may be made in 
two ways  

for Christmas 
Members and friends are invited to order poinsettias for 

decorating the church and the altar for Christmas in memory or 
honor of a loved one. The plants may be taken home by the 
donors after the service on Christmas Eve. To order, please use 
the form below and place it, along with your payment, in the 
offering plate, or deliver it to the church office by December 
12, 2022. The price is $11.00 per plant. 

 
As an alternative to Christmas flowers, a gift may be given 

to the ministries of Yardley United Methodist Church ministry 
in memory or honor of a loved one.  Your loved ones will be 
listed along with the poinsettia donations in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin.  Please use the form below. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
Christmas Dedications  

Given by: 
____________________________________________ 

In Honor/Memory of: (circle one)
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

Number of plants: ______  Paid herewith: 
$_________________ 

 

and/or: 
 

Ministries of Yardley UMC     Amount:$____________ 
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Commitment Sunday is  
December 4th 

The Stewardship and Capital Cam-
paign Drives will be holding our Commit-
ment Sunday on December 4th.  That is 
the time we are hoping to collect the 
pledge cards, so we can start planning the 
church budget for 2023 and the repairs to 
the church buildings that are needed.  If 
you come to the in-person worship at 9:30 
AM that day, there will be a time to bring 
your pledge cards forward. If you forget it, 
there will be cards available in the pews 
during the month of December.  For those 
who worship with us online, you can visit 
our church website at 
www.yardleyumc.org to make your pledg-
es or contributions. 

This year’s campaign has been named:  
Called to Be a Blessing.  Please prayer-
fully consider being a blessing that helps 
your church meet our financial goals, so 
we can continue the programs that reach 
not only throughout the church, but also 
reach those in need in our community and 
the world.  You should have received a 
pamphlet with your pledge card, explaining 
more about the Drives, but if you would 
like to further discuss any part of these 
drives, please feel free to contact the 
church office or Pastor Lee and they can 
put you in touch with the appropriate peo-
ple.  Thank You!! 

Are you interested in joining 
YUMC's "TASK Volunteers" 
small group on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month from 9:45 am 
to 1:20 pm?  The group gathers, 
then car -pools to the Trenton Ar-
ea Soup Kitchen (TASK) to serve 
in a variety of ways: they may be 
serving hot foods from the food 
line or salads or coffee at separate 
stations around the TASK dining room.   If interested, or 
for additional information, contact Mary Ellen Eckman 
at meanddeckman@verizon.net or call/text her at 317-645
-5136.  Her home phone is (215) 493-8854. 

Our Mini Pantry has been installed in the 
parking lot to help those in need.  The 
parents of Creative Parenting who meet 
at YUMC will be keeping the pantry 
stocked. 
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The Angel Tree is back!  
We are so gifted here at YUMC that we 
are looking for ways to share our many 
blessings.  The Angel Tree is one way to 
help those less fortunate during this holi-
day season.  All the gifts will be donated 
to Buck County Housing Group. 
It is simple to donate, you just purchase a 
$25 gift card from Target, Walmart, 
or buy a Visa card and drop it off at the 
church or mail it to the Church by Decem-
ber 12th.  If you would like to send a check 
or make a monetary donation to this mis-
sion, please write Angel Tree in the memo 
section.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Janice Laba. 
 
Angels for Seniors 
Thank you for being an angel to a person 
living in ProMedica Facility (formerly Man-
or Care).  Please purchase a small gift of 
not more than $15 for a senior who will be 
alone for the holidays, and return it to the 
church by December 12th.  A gift and a 
prayer will remind them they are not 
alone.  Gift suggestions:  Soduko puzzles, 
plants, gripper socks, picture frames, 
crossword puzzles, hand lotion, word 
searches, adult coloring books, short sto-
ries and large print books. 

A Women’s Fellowship  
Opportunity for RENEWAL 
With the new year, we will renew our focus on 
growing in relationships with one another and 
with God. 
 
When: January 27-29, 2023 
 
Where: Grove Hall Retreat Center, Ocean 
Grove, NJ 
 www.oceangrove.org/grove-hall 
 
Who: YUMC Women and Friends 
 
Cost: $135 per person, includes lodging, food 
and supplies except Saturday dinner. 
 

RSVP:  www.yardleyumc.org/events  or 
contact the church office by January 15. 
 
Questions:  Denise Harris, Nacia Lipton, or 
Christine Griffin 
 

On Friday evening, we will gather for dinner 
together and casual fellowship. The program 
will start Saturday morning. On Sunday we will 
worship together in the morning before head-
ing home. 

Women’s Retreat 
Jan 27-29, 2023 

Hygiene assembly for  
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
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God With Us Advent Lessons 
Children are invited to participate in God 

With Us Advent lessons for children.   There 
are three ways to participate: 1) In person 
Sunday school lessons during the 9:30 am 
worship service for children ages 4 to 5th 
grade, 2) God Squad, Wednesday nights from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm for children grades Kinder-
garten to fifth, and 3) Virtual lessons emailed 
out to you.   

This Advent season, please join us as we 
go on a journey toward Christmas. It’s not 
just about the destination, but about a journey 
of discovery that helps children learn more 
about hope, love, joy, and peace as we all 
draw near to and celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ—God With Us 

Advent Treasure Hunt 
     Here is a fun way to celebrate Advent! 
Come to the church for a Treasure Hunt! 
For each week of Advent we will be hiding a 
treasure chest outdoors somewhere 
on church property. We invite kids, youth, 
and the young at heart, basically 
everyone, to come to the church to try to find 
our hidden treasure chest. Watch 
for the weekly clues via email, or during the 
9:30 am worship service. Can you 
find it? 
     The treasure chest contains an object re-
lated to Advent. If you find it, write your 
name on the sheet inside the box to get 
credit for the find. How do you participate? 
Come to the church to search for the treas-
ure chest sometime during the week begin-
ning at 12 noon on Sunday through the fol-
lowing Saturday to find week one’s treasure. 
Then each week in Advent there will be a 
new item in the box, and a new location to 
search, beginning at 12 noon each Sunday 
and ending at 5pm each Saturday during Ad-
vent. Contest ends on Saturday December 
17 th . Prizes will be awarded to the “top find-
ers” for the four weeks of Advent. Please 
leave the items in the box, and leave 
the box where you find it to allow others to 
participate. 
     We can’t wait to see who will the winners 
will be! 
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Photo a day 
 
During advent, Rethink church is bringing back their photo a day. 
Each day has a word attached to it.   
 
You are invited to take some time to pause & reflect on this word. ⠀ 
⠀ 
What does it mean to you?⠀What comes to mind when you think of this word?⠀ 
⠀ 
What could God be saying to you through this word?⠀What would you like to tell God today?⠀ 
 
If you can, take a picture of something that represents the word.   
You can keep it to yourself or share with others on social media.   
If you share, please use: 
#rethinkchurch⠀ 
#yumcadvent  
So that we can see your photo. 
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YUMC YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God’s love with teenagers, 

equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another. 
 
Do you have questions?  Need someone to talk to?  See Denise or any youth leader.  Or, email 
denise@yardleyumc.org  
 

Not sure of dates for events?  Check out the calendar on our website at www.yardleyumcyouth.org  
 

Need to sign up for an event?  You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.org and 
click on events. 

DEC 17 

Christmas Scavenger Hunt and S'mores 
Night is Saturday December 17th, 6:30 pm.  

Families & Friends will meet at the church, 
get assignments and head out! 

This hunt will take you around the Yardley 
area. You'll be looking for specific lights and 
completing tasks. 

After an hour, you will return to the church 
for hot chocolate, s'mores, firepits and tell-
ing tales of your hunt. 

Spread the fun... Invite friends!  Sign up by 
December 15th!  
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Calling all mission-minded adults!! Get ready 
for the Adults In Mission (AIM) reboot!!  Gather 
your friends, neighbors and family and join the 
fun on MLK Saturday on January 14! 
 

There will be 3 adult mission opportunities - 2 will 
take place at the church and one in the communi-
ty.  The 2 groups at the church will be... 
1) A hat, scarf and mitten challenge --> Every-
thing made on Saturday will be blessed on Sun-
day and then donated to the clinic in Trenton 
where Cathy Hyland works. 
2) TASK silverware and hygiene bag preparation 
--> wrapping disposable silverware and assem-
bling hygiene bags for TASK (Trenton Area Soup 
Kitchen). 
 

The community mission site is still to be deter-
mined so stayed tuned!!  Sign up sheets for all 
opportunities will be in the lobby starting in De-
cember.  If you have ideas or questions, please 
contact Joy Boysen @ 609-240-8690 (call or text) 
or jboysen145@gmail.com. 
 

In preparation for our church-based projects, we 
will be collecting supplies over the next several 
months.   Needed items are as follows.  A collec-
tion bin (big teal laundry basket) will be in the lob-
by. 
 

1) plastic knives and forks. 
2) napkins 
3) twist ties (for the silverware wrapping) 
4) full size shampoo, bars of soap, deodorant, 
and toothpaste along with toothbrushes and ra-
zors.  We especially need shampoo and deodor-
ant.   

Winter MyCalling! : A weekend of 
serving for ALL! Jan 13-14 

2 days of service with options for 
youth, kids and adults! 
  
On Friday Night, youth will meet at the church at 
7:30 pm for a night of service projects and games. 
On Saturday morning, youth, adults and 
children  will gather for service projects. We will 
have indoor projects as well as projects outside of 
our own building and around the community.  
 
See Denise for any youth ministry questions and 
Joy Boysen for any adult project questions. 
There is a $15 fee for youth, $10 for adults, kids 
free. 
 
Sign Up by January 3rd!  
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THANKFUL FOR OUR 9TH SUCCESSFUL PUMPKIN PATCH! 
                                                                                              By Denise Harris 
 
On October 16th, a team of 34 YUMCers came to the church to unload 1,000 large pumpkins.  We 
had preschool kids, middle schoolers, high schoolers, young adults and adults.  We all had different 
abilities and gifts. But we worked together to unload 1,000 pumpkins.  It was beautiful!!  
 
For the next two weeks, we sold pumpkins from our front lawn. We connected with our community 
and one another.  It was beautiful!! 
  
Our pumpkin patch is more than a yearly fund-raising event.  It is a way to connect with fellow 
YUMCers and with our communities.   By the end of October, we had just 21 pumpkins left! That's a 
lot of people that came through here for pumpkins! 
 
Many thanks to everyone that helped in any way with this patch! 
God used every effort we made to build connection with others.   
 
Thank you, Yardley UMC, for continuously supporting this weird, fun, ministry filled mission! 
 
Praise The LORD for another successful year in the Patch!  
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Serving at Grace Café 
on November 6. 

Hygiene Bag 
Assembly for 
TASK on  
October 16. 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Upcoming Events 
 
December 
Worship each Sunday at 9:30 am for In-Person and 
Facebook Live and 11 am for Zoom 
Youth Group & God Squad meet each Wed, 5:30 pm 
(No Youth Group or God Squad on Dec 21 & 28) 
Young Adults meet each Wed, 9:30 pm 
 
11 Trustees meeting on Zoom, 12:15 pm 
12 Finance meeting, 7:30 pm 
17  Family Scavenger Hunt, 6:30 pm 
24 Christmas Eve 
  5 pm In-Person & Facebook Live,  
  7 pm on Zoom 
25  Christmas Day  Informal Worship at 9:30 am 
 
 

December 2022 

 

Tidings of  
Yardley United  Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 


