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Easter Sunday
after the
9 am
worship service

Please join us!

Easter Egg Hunt
Join us for Holy Week and Easter
Sunday worship services
Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022
9 am Worship in the Sanctuary
11 am Zoom and Facebook Live

Maundy Thursday
April 14, 2022
7 pm Worship in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday
April 17, 2022
9 am Worship in the Sanctuary
10 am Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
11 am Zoom and Facebook Live

Sunday April 17th
For children ages toddler through 5th grade
following the 9:00 am Easter worship service
Rsvp to office@yardleyumc.org for planning purposes

Congregational Breakfast and Workshop
is Saturday, April 30, 2022, 9:30 am to
noon. This workshop will be based on Thom Ranier’s book, Autopsy of a Deceased Church, 12
Ways to Keep Yours
Alive. We will discern our past, present and future as
the body of Christ.
A light breakfast will
be served from 9:30
to 10 am. The
workshop will run
from 10 am to noon.
Rsvp at www.yardleyumc.org/events or to the
church office at 215-493-3345.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Every Easter, I decorate a small white feather tree with several
dozen eggs that I’ve collected over the years. They’ve been decorated in a multitude of ways. One has even been cut by a laser
to create an overall lace effect. It is believed that the idea of the
egg tree as we now know it, originally came from Germany and
seemed to catch on in America by the end of the 19th century.

In researching this practice, I discovered that
decorating eggshells as part of spring rituals is an
ancient custom. One decorated and engraved ostrich egg found in Africa is 60,000 years old. In
these early cultures, eggs were associated with
death and rebirth, as well as with kingship.
The Christian custom of Easter eggs, started
among the early Christians of Mesopotamia, who
stained eggs with red coloring in memory of the
blood of Christ, shed at His crucifixion. Later,
the Christian Church officially adopted the custom regarding eggs as a symbol of
the resurrection of Jesus - a symbol of new life.
May you seek new life in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ!
Past

M r i

Congregational Firepit is
Friday, April 8 at 6:30 pm. Join
your church family for a night of
fellowship, food and fun. Please
bring a side dish or dessert; hot
dogs provided. Rsvp by April 6 by
going to www.yardleyumc.org/
events or by calling the church
office, 215-493-3345.

April/May 2022

Tidings of Yardley
Tidings
United
of Yardley
Methodist
United
Church
Methodist Church

Birthdays in April
01 Franklyn Cox
01 Michelle Findley
01 Christopher Lefebvre
02 Robert Heilig
02 Trevor Hart
02 Angela Fernandez
06 Emily Abbott
06 Dorothy Chreitzberg
07 Jeffrey Pirog
09 Mary-Kate Findley
10 Carolyn Sherman
13 Knisley Kooker
13 Taylor Winters
16 Andrew Laba

17 Patrick Merrick
17 Pablo Azzati
17 Valentin Hurni
18 Samantha Reed
18 Roman Hurni
19 Megan Luce
21 Becky Diamond
22 Bill Rymer
22 Kirsten Binder
22 Angelina Hachoose
25 Cathy Hyland
27 Natalie Chassen
28 Mary Ellen Eckman
30 James Lefebvre
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Birthdays in May
04 Kevin Shaffer
07 Dennis Laba
08 John Richards
10 Denise Harris
12 Devon Skinner
13 Alec Nunziato
14 George Kurz
14 Patrick McBrayer
15 Abby O’Keeffe
19 Kim Schettino
22 Ryan Ward

23 Jennifer Hammelman
23 Ruth Ann O’Keeffe
25 Mariel Edwards
25 Nacia Lipton
26 Evelyn Ebert
28 Rosaline Cox
29 Elizabeth Beavers
29 Kelly Mitchell
30 Jasmine Grau
31 Kelly Rymer

Easter
Remembrances
Easter Sunday remembrances can be made in two
ways this year! A donation may be made toward the purchase of Easter lilies for the Sanctuary and/or you also
have the option to make a donation toward the ministries
of YUMC. Both of these choices may be made in honor
or memory of loved ones. Please return this form and
your donation to the office or place in the collection
plate by April 3, 2022.

-----------------------------In honor of
____________________________________
or in Memory of
____________________________________
Given by
____________________________________
Lilies ____@ $12.00 each

Important Leadership Developments
Dear Friends,
Due to work demands, Paul Ortiz will soon be stepping down from his role as our current Chair of Finance. He has done an excellent job and his leadership will be sorely missed. I want to offer my sincere
thanks to him for sharing his time and talents with
us. It has been my pleasure to have worked along
side him.
This means we are looking for a person to fill that
position. Paul has offered to train and help supervise the transition.
In addition, we have openings on various committees including Lay Leader and Chair of Trustees.
I ask that you pray for God's wisdom to see if you
are being led to join our leadership team.
Please contact me with any questions or suggestions.
In Christ,
Pastor Marcia

Donation to YUMC ministries $_______
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Pastor Lee and his Wife, Becky
Bishop John Schol and the Cabinet have designated our next
full-time pastor to be Pastor Terry Lee (Lee) Corpier who is currently serving at Springtown Salem UMC. He will join us on July
1st. Bishop Schol is dedicated to making long term appointments
and plans for Pastor Lee to be with YUMC for at least 7-10
years. He believes that long term appointment are healthier for the
pastor and the church to ensure that we all work together to ensure
a healthy congregation. Until then, Pastor Marcia will continue to
faithfully lead our congregation and help us prepare for the transition.
Lee Corpier was Licensed for Lay Ministry in the East District
of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist
Church beginning to pursue as an Elder. Lee currently serves as
Pastor of Salem UMC in Springtown, PA. Lee received a Master
of Divinity at United Theological Seminary in Ohio in May of
2021, finishing even as we experienced the COVID-19 pandemic.
His previous work included working retail as a Department Manager at Wal-Mart and Order Fulfillment at Home Depot, and Siemens Industry Inc. (manufacturing technology applications) as a
Manufacturing Technician included work such as Lean Manufacturing, Manufacturing Process Analysis, and Controlled Process
Documentation and retention. This came on the tail end of working
in the same manufacturing shop building pneumatic products.
Lee’s ministry experience comes from leading worship as liturgist, preaching bi-monthly, leading a sermon focused Sunday
School group, the Worship Technology Committee (IT, Sound,
Projection and Lighting), the Committee on Nominations and
Leadership, serving as an advisor to Nurture-Membership Care,
and on Administrative Council. Before starting the candidacy process, Lee worked as a volunteer Youth Leader and the Youth Director for a total of 10 years. He has a particular talent for creative
technology applications, which include sustainability and cost associated with obsolescence.
Lee sees his ministry gifts for service as Spirit-directed
preaching, teaching and worship. Lee champions small group ministries (both covenanted for long-term and seasonal) that combine
discipleship with evangelism that prevents spiritual stagnation. His
experiences in a covenanted small group setting have allowed him
to see redemption and growth both in faith and practically within
his own family in breaking the chain of self-destructive behaviors.
Having been brought up Pentecostal and then later becoming
Methodist in adulthood, Lee has learned that both Spiritual empowerment in continual renewal and focused use of Christian disciplines can bring profound spiritual growth in the life of all believers.
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Dear Congregation:
We wanted to thank you and give you an update on
the finances of YUMC. Through the grace of GOD
and the generosity of several families, we were able
to satisfy a balanced budget and create a cash surplus for this fiscal year. As we look to the months
and years ahead, church leadership will continue
working on enhancing church membership and giving as well as look for ways to be good financial
stewards of the resources entrusted to us.
In Peace,
Paul A. Ortiz, Finance Chair

2022-3-13 Earth Day at Snipes Farm and Education
Center is Saturday, April 23...
….and our Andrea Scherer, a regular volunteer at
Snipes, will be leading a team of volunteers in one of the
events taking place that day. She invites us to join her
and other community participants in the farm-related activities offered that day. Although it’s too early to say
what those events will be, Andrea says, “It will be farm
work, so volunteers should be prepared to play in
the dirt.”
If you plan to join Andrea on Earth Day at Snipes,
please contact her at ajscherer22@ gmail.com to let her
know to expect you, or just arrive at Snipes and decide in
which activities you will participate. For more about the
mission and year-round offerings at Snipes Farm and Education Center, view their website at
www.snipesfarm.org
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Bishop Schol’s message about General Conference and Disaffiliation
Bishop John Schol serves the Eastern Pennsylvania and Greater New Jersey
Conferences of the United Methodist Church. He has written a pastoral letter to all
churches under his care to affirm our mission and offer encouragement in light of
the latest postponement of General Conference to 2024 and the desire of some
churches to leave the UMC. The letter was sent in English, Spanish and Korean.
He reminds us that we agreed to be a “One Church conference” in all our diversity,
“bound together through our common calling to love God and to love our neighbor,”
with different ways to “live out the calling and mission.”
Here are excerpts from Bishop Schol’s letter. (The letter in its entirety can be read at www.epaumc.org)

Dear United Methodist Laity and Clergy in Eastern Pennsylvania,
In this season, we are encountering what Methodism has faced several times since its inception in 1784,
churches disaffiliating from the denomination. In the past it has been because of slavery, women in ministry,
integration of the church, and today it is because of different beliefs about ministry with and by LGBTQ persons. Let me be clear, LGBTQ persons are not the reason for our differences, our differences are because of our
own beliefs, traditions, understandings, and attitudes.
Recently General Conference, the legislative body of The United Methodist Church, was postponed a third
time because of the COVID-19 pandemic. General Conference will not meet until 2024. The delegates to General Conference who serve on the General Commission and made this decision stated that as many as 30% of
the delegates would not be able to attend because they could not receive visas. Attempting to conduct a virtual
General Conference was not realistic across 12 time zones, multiple languages, all on Zoom with different internet stability.
These are anxious times, but in Eastern Pennsylvania, we are united in a belief to move forward as the body
of Christ.
God has a future for us, not for our destruction, but for hope and a bold mission (Jeremiah 29:11). Our mission is
to make disciples of Jesus Christ, reaching new, more diverse, and younger generations; grow healthy vital congregations that are centers of hope and are missional servants of the community; and to transform the world through the
grace, salvation and justice of God. I see this bold future every day in the hearts and lives of the people in EPA. You
and we together are difference makers!
EPA’s Focus
Serving God by advancing the mission is our focus. If anything deters us from serving God and fulfilling the
mission, we are no longer the church of Jesus Christ. We can do things that are necessary in addition to the mission, but we can never let any task rise above serving God and fulfilling the mission. The urgency or the anxiety
of some cannot put serving God and fulfilling the mission on hold. Throughout these challenging times, EPA’s
focus will be:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call, equip, send and support transformational leaders.
Make disciples by sharing God’s salvation through the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Resource healthy vital missional congregations.
Transform lives, communities and even the world through the grace of God.
Work to end the sin of racism and sexism.
Welcome immigrants.
Start new congregations and faith communities.
Provide food and other basic necessities of the people in our communities.
Provide relief and recovery for those who experience disasters.
continued on p. 9
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Steeple Repair & other Trustee projects
At their last meeting the Trustees approved a proposal to
repair the steeple. This will be our big project for 2022.
As you can see from the pictures the current condition of
the steeple is bad. We do not have a date for the company
to start. But we will keep everyone posted on the progress
of the repairs.
Matt continues to get projects completed and will be turning his attention to carpet cleaning and outside lights soon.
Some of you may have noticed that during one of the last
snows, the plow accidently knocked down our railing at
the bottom of the walkway leading up to the office entrance. We are working with the company to get the railing repaired and back in place.

Spring Clean up: Help us get the YUMC
grounds ready for the Spring! Starting at
9:00 on Saturday, April 2nd, we'll be cleaning up the sticks, branches and leaves
around the church so they can be hauled
away by Bob Scherer to the Lower Makefield Township Yard Waste Collection site,
which opens that day. If you can help out
that morning, please come. (You might
want to bring a rake and a pair of work
gloves.)

photos of rotten wood on the steeple
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Mission Ministries for

Missions Committee Book Drive
The YUMC Missions committee is holding a book
drive during the entire month of April to benefit
the 21st Century Community Learning Center that
is housed in Grandview Elementary School in
Morrisville. The learning center is hoping to give
a free book to each 1st – 8th grade student during
their literacy night in May.
There are several ways you can help:
Purchase Pre-selected Books
YUMC has a registry of pre-selected books on
Amazon that can be purchased. These books
will be shipped to us, and then delivered to the
center. You can search for the custom list by
typing in “Yardley UMC” under the Accounts &
Lists>Find a List tab on Amazon, or you can
use the following link: https://
www.amazon.com/registries/
custom/4BGU4F8IY26H/guest-view
Financial Contribution
If you prefer to make a financial donation toward the project, please note that your donation (cash/check or online) is for BOOK
DRIVE. These donations will be used to purchase additional books.
Donate Used Books
A donation box will be set up in the
church lobby for books that you may
have at home and would like to donate.
We ask that used books be like new, non
-biased, non-religion based, and age appropriate (1st – 8th grade).

Diaper drive and bundling event
Please mark your calendars for a fun May
mission experience. Join with the mission committee for a Diaper Drive and bundling event.
The drive is easy, just pick up diapers when you
are shopping and bring them to the church by
May 21. Maker’s Place has a need for newborn,
sizes 6, 7, 4, 5T, and pull ups. On May 21, volunteers from the church and community will bundle
the diapers following the 9:00 service and fellowship time. What is bundling you may ask; it is
breaking down large boxes of diapers and dividing them up into smaller containers to be given
out to people in need in the Trenton area. The diaper program is only one of many ways that Maker’s Place helps the Trenton community.

YUMC … Serving our
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How YUMC Reaches Into the Community with Funds and Service
An article in the Winter 2022 issue of Tidings described the local organizations YUMC supports through its Local
Missions budget. A second article featured comments from YUMC volunteers who found personal fulfillment in serving at one of those organizations, Advocates for Homeless and Those In Need (AHTN) specifically, Code
Blue, AHTN’s overnight housing program for homeless
persons. Our members and attenders volunteer at other
organizations supported by our Local Missions budget,
also: Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK), Family Promise, Penndel Food Pantry, and Anchor House.

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK):
Members of YUMC have been serving at TASK since 1989. That year, the United Methodist Women’s group took
a field trip to observe outreach ministries in Trenton, NJ; the Soup Kitchen, a community garden and Habitat for Humanity housing rehabbing. After returning home, several members of that group decided they’d like to serve at the
Soup Kitchen, and the “TASK Volunteer Team” was born. Thirty-three years later, the Volunteer Team still serves
TASK in these ways: tutoring patrons, serving meals in the dining room, assembling hygiene bags and take-home
meals, and making on-line monetary donations. Team members talk about their experiences at TASK:
Ken McDaniel tutors patrons in preparation for their GED (General Educational Development) examinations. The
GED certificate is an alternative to a high school diploma.
Ken: “One of the goals of Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is to feed
the hungry and with just one of the programs they provide 10,000
meals a week. Another goal is to prepare people to be able to be
more self-sufficient by providing one-on-one tutoring in reading,
math, etc. If you have difficulty reading an operating manual or
using simple math then your job options are limited or nonexistent. I volunteered thinking that I would be mainly helping people prepare for a GED test and saw that a real victory is helping
someone move the needle enough to improve their situation by small
amounts at a time. You count accomplishments of getting to the next
level reading book, being able to calculate cost of a dozen oranges
or being able to write a few sentences to describe a goal. You smile
a little when someone seldom or no longer comes because it interferes with their job.”
Mary Ellen Eckman, Joyce Lee and Elwood Bowman usually work on the “food-line,” serving up the noonday meal
to patrons on the second Tuesday of every month:
Says Mary Ellen, “It is inspiring to see the positive impact of TASK: the number of meals served, tutoring, art and
computer classes, clothing donations, employment assistance, etc. Personally I enjoyed meeting other volunteers, seeing art work created by clients, interacting with some of the kitchen staff and working together under well-organized
guidance to keep the serving line moving. It is rewarding to be involved with an organization that does so much good
in so many ways.”
Joyce Lee adds “For me, volunteering at TASK is a mutually rewarding experience; I go to serve because our
neighbors in Trenton need our help - nutritious food, clothing, personal hygiene items, training, and emotional support, all given in friendship and without judgment. TASK patrons are able to receive what they need and I, in return,
have the opportunity to deepen my faith by following Jesus’s teachings to “feed the hungry, clothe the naked…” (Matthew 25: 31-46).
And, Elwood Bowman: “The addition of TASK to our (Jean and myself) outreach efforts has been a wonderful
blessing in our lives. For a long time, I have realized how fortunate I am to live as well as we do. I am very aware that
many are not living nearly as well and certainly the patrons at TASK are very far removed from the wonderful life style
I have. My first thought is that I do not want my life to only be about doing things that I like to do or only spending
continued on p. 9
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for so many in need in the front of my mind so that
hopefully I can and will do more in the future.
Being part of TASK, and working with people like
Mary Ellen and Joyce is has been a spiritual
“windfall” for me!”

How YUMC Reaches Into the Community
with Funds and Service
Comments from Elwood Bowman continued from p. 8

The Volunteer Team welcomes others to join in
the ministry of providing for TASK patrons. There is
a bin in the Entrance Parlor to receive donations of
hygiene items for TASK. Hygiene items needed: bars
of bath soap ( Zest or Irish Spring preferred), a wash
cloth, shampoo, disposable razor, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush and holder. The Dollar Store in
Morrisville is a good source for all these items. Also
needed, food items for take-home meals and diabetic
meals: easy-open cans of a protein-based food (tuna,
chili, etc), 3 oz. packs of fruit.

money on things that I desire. When I give my time or
contribute to a worthy cause, I have found that I enjoy
my “own” stuff so much more. And the amazing thing
is that as time goes on, giving to a project like TASK
becomes less and less of a sacrifice and more and
more of an enhancement of my life.
I eat very well and never have to worry about my
next meal. I am truly saddened that this is not the case
for so many. By going to TASK to serve meals, I feel
that I am trying to help people who are so less fortunate. The great thing about the “on location dining”
is not only are we getting food to those who so desperately need it, but it is done with dignity and no strings
attached. There are wonderful self- improvement programs available at TASK for anyone who is ready, but
no one is “forced or coerced” toward these programs.
The patrons come to the food line and can ask for certain food selections or an extra juice, just like I can
when I go to a restaurant. Again, dignity is always
maintained in this dining hall.
Finally, my time on location is a step in my life to
do something beyond my comfort zone. I think Jesus
did this all of the time with the people he sought out.
So for me, this is one small step in trying to do what
Jesus would do. Surrounding myself with so many
who are in need and who are certainly different from
me is a very healthy thing. By being there in person, it
makes the way of life for these people so much more
real than simply reading about the poor or seeing a
news story on TV. It helps to keep the realities of life
continued in next column

For other ways to help TASK patrons, go to
TASK’s website, www.trentonsoupkitchen.org and
click on, “Ways To Give” and “Volunteer” . And, of
course, YUMC’s TASK Volunteer Team would love
to have you join them on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month, from about 9:30 a.m., when we leave the
YUMC parking lot for Trenton and 1:20 p.m. when
we arrive back at YUMC.

Bishop Schol’s message about General
Conference and Disaffiliation (continued from p. 5)
EPA’s Focus
•
•
•

Have a global mission through schools, hospitals
and clinics and starting new churches.
Serve the poor in our communities and work for
justice for all.
Seek peace.

This is who we are and what we do as United
Methodists.
The leadership of EPA and I hope all congregations and clergy will continue to be a part of our mission and church. Each of you are important to God
and the mission of EPA.
Keep the faith!
John
Bishop John Schol
The United Methodists of
Eastern Pennsylvania & Greater New Jersey
BishopJohnSchol@epaumc.org | 610-666-1442
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Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share
God’s love with teenagers, equip them to experience
the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another.
Do you have questions? Need someone to talk to?
Email denise@yardleyumc.org or text 267-980-6054

Goods and

Save the date!
Goods & Services Auc on
and Church Gathering
May 22, 2022
Fundraiser for this summer’s mission trips

Rescheduled Family Lego Night
Saturday, April 9
6-7:30 pm
Sign up at Yardleyumcyouth.org/events

We are going camping!
June 3rd-5th Youth, Young Adults and Families
are invited to head to Promised Land State Park
for a weekend of outdoor fun!
We have a campsite with a lake, so water/
boating fun will be part of the weekend!
We have plenty of
space, but there's a
limit to our space.
Please sign up early!
The cost is $35 per
tent plus $25 for
food.
Questions? Interested in helping plan?
Sign up today!

Youth Lock-in is Friday, April 22
starting at 7 pm. On Saturday
morning, after the lock-in, youth
and families are invited to go to
Snipes for a special mission project
for Earth Day.
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Youth Group &
God Squad
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Yardley United Methodist Church
300 Langhorne Road
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Every Sunday 9 am Worship in Sanctuary
11 am Worship on Zoom/Facebook
April
2
4
6
6
8
9
10
11
11
12
14
4

Spring Clean up, 9 am
High School Check in on Zoom, 8:30 pm*
Youth Group, GOD SQUAD, 5:30 pm**
Young Adults on Zoom, 9:30 pm***
Firepit, 6:30 pm
Family Lego Night, 6 pm
Trustees on Zoom, 12:15 pm
Finance Committee on Zoom, 6 pm
Faith Formation on Zoom, 7:30 pm
Mission Committee, 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm
Easter Sunday
9 am Easter Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Easter Egg Hunt following 9 am service
11 am Easter Service on Zoom/Facebook Live
18 Administrative Council on ZOOM, 6 pm
22 Youth Lock-in, 7 pm
30 Congregational Breakfast and Workshop, 9:30 am

May

Spring 2021

9 Finance Committee on Zoom
16 Administrative Council on Zoom
22 Newsletter Deadline
*High School check in is every other Monday
**Youth Group and God Squad meets each Wed.
***Young Adults meet each Wednesday night

